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TTSBE Newsletter             March 15, 2008 
 
Well, it has been seven years since the beginnings of The Texas State 
Bonsai Exhibit.  Seven must be a special number because it has popped 
up again.  It has been seven months since the purchase of over 12 acres 
of land near Mustang Ridge, Texas. 
 
Many small things have happened since that fateful day.  The land is 
partially fenced!  It has been mowed- you can see the soil (the Texas 
yarn starts here… the grass was so high!!!)  There is a drive, concrete 
culverts, and a so called gate.  There are some trees on the land and 
they will be saved-not a pre-bonsai anywhere, darn!  The plans for  
site layout are being worked on. 
 
We have hired a fundraising consultant that has several of the board 
members working on a development plan on a bi-weekly basis.  I know 
this does not sound so special but every step brings us closer to 

 
 
The first fundraising campaign directly linked to the land happened 
last fall.  Part of that campaign was a category called the Pioneer 
Society.  Their names will be part of the exhibit forever-they have the 
special privilege of retiring the mortgage.  
 
What happens next?  More fundraisers to be sure.  “Surprise, Surprise” 
(as Gomer would say).  They have a big surprise coming up in June.  
Visit the booth display at the ABS Symposium in San Antonio, TX.,  June 
19th thru the 22nd. 
 
The Nightwriter 
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There are Seven, folks!  According to the information from two board 
members it seems that there are Seven Bonsai Trees in the permanent 
collection.  Now are there seven or maybe more?  Anyway, they are 
being cared for by MBP Bonsai and Persimmon Hill Bonsai. 
 
The Root over Rock Japanese Maple at Persimmon Hill is being 
strengthened.  It’s in a larger pot and is being allowed to grow wild. 
The Cedar Elm Forest (you have probably seen that one with Lori 
Hansen posing with it).  It’s a reported 5 plus feet long.  The Tray was 
special ordered from China, shipped to Houston and brought to MBP 
with not one incident. Apparently, according to my sources, it turned 
out to be an easy repotting job.  Maybe we might see this one up close 
and personal very soon. There is a Ficus Retusa that stands nearly 40 
plus inches tall. When I encountered this specimen at the Corpus 
Christi Convention I could not get my arms around it. “So Nightwriter, 
how big is it?”  “Well, it’s bigger than a old hog in a corn bin”.  
Seriously it is a very nice tropical specimen. 
 
The other specimens in the collection including two Black Pines, 
Informal upright Cedar Elm and a single Ficus Subulata, it’s about 30 
inches tall.  Here are three that I have not seen first hand, “Haven’t 
been able to get past the security”, but I was able to acquire their 
images (it didn’t take too much dinero). 
 
 

                               
 
             Cedar Elm          Black Pine    Ficus Subulata     
 
The Black Pine pictured is the most recent addition, nearly 28 inches 
tall.  It was styled by Hiroyoshi Yamaji of Japan at the annual 
demonstration at MBP Bonsai in February.  This tree was selected by 
Hiro-san and it was donated by MBP.  He spent several hours and at the 
end he selected a ticket and Elaine White was the winner!  She most 
graciously donated it to the exhibit. 
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If you look closely at the number one branch it use to be about half 
way up the trunk. Hiro-san split the trunk and bent the limb into this 
most graceful position.  Your reporter is humbled at the skill (and 
nerve) that it took to design this tree. 
 
The Nightwriter 
 
 
    Highlights for the year 2007 
 

• The board conducted seven fundraisers during the year. 
• New and expanded and easy-to-update website: www.ttsbe.org.  
• Land was found, 12.2 acres in Mustang Ridge, TX. 
• September an anonymous donor gave $25,000 to facilitate the 

purchase of the Exhibit property. 
• Mike Hansen and Elaine White closed on the site for the Exhibit 

in Mustang Ridge, TX. 
• A investor (a private individual and friend of Bonsai) stepped 

forward and offered to carry the mortgage at 8 ½ % for 15 
years. 

• A very large ceramic pot (65”x42”x3.5”) was ordered from China 
for the Cedar elm forest planting donated to the Exhibit by the 
Pepitone family of Houston. 

 
 

What is in-store for the rest of the year? 
 
In San Antonio, TX. The board members are going to have a beer booth 
during two of the Fiesta parades. April 25th and 26th, the last weekend 
of Fiesta.  They are soliciting volunteers right now.  Apparently they 
had a roaring good time last year (no drinking just serving) and want 
to share the fun.  A bunch of dinero is made for the Exhibit and you 
will get to enjoy the 100 year old parades. Contact Donna 210-224-
0220.  
I have word that there is a major event being planned for the Fall. 
More on that later.  So for now it’s the Fiesta fun and the Symposium 
that has the attention of the board. 
 
The Nightwriter 
 
 
    Volunteers+Volunteers 
 
Volunteers are continually being sought.  There are standing 
committees, two board positions available and item donations are 
always welcome.  These are some of the easiest ways to help build the 
Permanent Exhibit. 
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Then there is the one area that faces the board every month—the act of 
raising money.  A few have been mentioned and so many supporters have 
stepped forward. 
 
One area of immediate need is the continued preparation of the land 
for development.  One of those “things” that is being sought is the 
funds to move some mature trees to the site.  I am told that this is a 
future activity, maybe later this year.  According to my source a 
mature tree can be moved for a mere $1000 a caliper inch plus 
transportation.  Now wouldn’t that be nice-a 10 inch live oak named 
after me...hmmmm. 
 
Below you will find the perpetual fundraising form.  There are so 
many ways to help the exhibit become a reality would you consider 
this one of them? 
 
See you all in San Antonio.  The Nightwriter 
 
This electronic newsletter is brought to you by Sculptural Designs Atelier® 
 
-----------------------------------------Print and Cut and mail-------------------------------------- 
 
Date: _______________ 
 
 
I wish to help in developing and maintaining a bonsai and suiseki exhibit in Texas. Enclosed is my 
contribution of $________________ OR I pledge a total of $___________________ to be 
paid______________________________.My initial pledge contribution of $ _____________ is enclosed. 
  (Monthly, yearly, etc.) 
 
            CUMULATIVE                             NON CUMULATIVE 
  Supporter: $ 100.00    *Lifetime: $   2,500.00 
  Sustainer:     250.00    Benefactor:      5,000.00 
  Sponsor:     500.00    Angel:        10,000.00 
  Patron:    1,000.00 
 
*Lifetime: Individuals who make a one time payment of $2500.00 become a lifetime member with all 
rights and privileges stated in the current by-laws of The Texas State bonsai Exhibit, Inc. 
 
Please make your check payable to: The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, Inc. Mail to: Joseph McCoy, 
Treasurer,13450 N. Hwy 183, Suite 116 Austin, TX  78750.OR visit the website: www.ttsbe.org. 
 
Signed:_______________________________ Signed:_______________________________________ 
        (The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit) 
Name (print): __________________________________________________ 
Address:   __________________________________________________ 
City           __________________________________________________ 
State, zip  __________________________________________________ 
Telephone: H_________________________of______________________ 
E-mail  __________________________________________________ 


