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TTSBE CLUB DIG AT SOLEDAD RANCH 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Date:   January 30th – February 1st, 2026 

Time:   10:00 am - 6:30 pm (Saturday) 8:00 am - 2:00 pm (Sunday) 

Location: Soledad Ranch [Please refer to the map (Page 4 -6) and GPS coordinates (Page 5)] 

** Please read, sign, and return the “Hold Harmless” Agreement (pages 7–8) to Simon by January 16 or earlier. 

** Please provide your final headcount to Simon by January 16. 

Reminders 

1. Bring all necessary tools for the dig, including shovels, gloves, pruners, saws, pots, bags, soil, and any other equipment you 

may need. 

2. Sharpen and oil all shovels, picks, shears, and tools beforehand. Clean, sharp tools make a tremendous difference in both 

efficiency and the quality of your cuts. 

3. You may use the native soil around the plant to fill your pots. Please refill all holes afterward to prevent injuries to cattle, 

wildlife, and people. 

4. Label all tools with your name and bright, fluorescent tape or markings for easy identification. 

5. If you bring pots, ensure they are clearly marked with your name or another easily identifiable mark. 

6. Prepare a tree-marking method for identifying the specimens you intend to dig.  

o Be creative—please avoid everyone showing up with the same green garden tape or silver duct tape. 

7. There is no electricity on the ranch. All power tools must be battery-operated, and you should bring extra battery packs. 

8. Bring plenty of water (for yourself and for the trees) as well as any special dietary snacks you may need. 

9. Have your pots fully prepared, including wire or other materials if required. 

10. Be alert for snakes, scorpions, cacti, and other hazards that poke, sting, or bite. 

11. DEET-based insect repellent and snakebite kits are strongly recommended. 

12. Please share your cell phone number with Joey, May and Simon. 

13. For safety and efficiency, we encourage everyone to dig in pairs or small groups. 

14. Ensure your tetanus vaccination is current. 

15. Expect the unexpected—and enjoy the dig! 
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Supplies to bring and share 

• Simple drawstring plastic garbage bags for wrapping and transporting root balls. 

• Stretch film (available at office supply stores, Lowe’s, or Home Depot) for securing soil and moisture around the roots. 

• Moistened newspaper can be packed around the roots inside the plastic to help keep them hydrated during transport. 

 

Courtesy 

• Please respect the owners’ land by refilling all holes you dig and avoiding any disturbance to existing infrastructure or 

natural features. 

• To help keep the property neat and protected, do not drive anywhere on the land except in designated parking areas. 

 

Fun times from previous visit 

https://goo.gl/photos/hVxQm7EVJjR5XQ8E7  

https://goo.gl/photos/hVxQm7EVJjR5XQ8E7
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TTSBE CLUB DIG AT SOLEDAD RANCH 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION (CON’T)  

Accommodation 

Camping Options 

Camping is permitted around the trailer house beginning Friday evening. The camping area is fenced, providing a barrier from overly 

curious cattle. Please bring all necessary camping equipment. Mosquito repellent is essential, and tick repellent is strongly 

recommended. This is a rustic ranch environment, so expect the presence of insects, critters, and local wildlife. 

Lodging Options 

A limited number of participants have been assigned special accommodations at a historic Airbnb in San Diego, Texas. Those 

individuals will have received separate confirmation. 

 

All other attendees should reserve lodging at the Best Western in Hebbronville, which is the closest hotel to the ranch. 

Best Western Hebbronville Inn 
Address:  37 E State Highway 359, Hebbronville TX 78361-4428 
Phone number:  (361) 527-3600 
Directions: Page 5 
 

Food (provided by Nilda and her sister) 

Saturday: Breakfast tacos and lunch 

Sunday: Breakfast tacos and lunch 

Snacks & Drinks: 

Snacks and non-alcoholic beverages will be available throughout the dig. 

BYOB: 

Please bring your own alcoholic beverages for your enjoyment and for sharing. 

  

http://book.bestwestern.com/bestwestern/selectRoom.do?propertyCode=44625&sob=C44
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TTSBE CLUB DIG AT SOLEDAD RANCH 
DIRECTIONS TO SOLEDAD RANCH  
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TTSBE CLUB DIG AT SOLEDAD RANCH 
GPS INFORMATION: 27.464794, -98.537063 
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TTSBE CLUB DIG AT SOLEDAD RANCH 
DIRECTIONS FROM SOLEDAD RANCH TO HEBBRONVILLE BEST WESTERN HOTEL 
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SOLEDAD RANCH DIG 

RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

All participants and observers must submit a fully executed Release and Hold Harmless Agreement as a condition of entry to the 

Soledad Ranch dig. 

 

Participant Information 

Participant Name (print): _______________________________________________ 

 

Release, Waiver, and Covenant Not to Sue 

In consideration of being permitted to participate in and/or observe the bonsai dig and related activities, I, the undersigned, for 

myself and for my heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns, hereby release, waive, discharge, and covenant not to 

sue: 

• The Texas State Bonsai Exhibit, 

• The owners of Soledad Ranch, 

• Their respective officers, directors, members, employees, volunteers, instructors, assistants, 

• And all their respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors, and assigns 

(collectively, the “Releasees”), 

from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions, or causes of action of any kind, whether in law or in equity, arising from or 

related to any loss, damage, injury, or death that I may sustain, whether caused by the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise, 

while participating in or observing the bonsai dig or any associated activities. 

 

Indemnification 

I further agree to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the Releasees from and against any and all losses, liabilities, damages, or 

costs (including attorney’s fees) incurred as a result of my presence at or participation in the bonsai dig, whether arising in whole or 

in part from the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise, and whether asserted by me, my heirs, executors, administrators, assigns, 

or by any other person or entity. 

 

Scope and Enforceability 

I agree that this Release, Waiver, Indemnity Agreement, and Covenant Not to Sue is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 

permitted under the laws of the State of Texas. If any portion of this Agreement is determined to be invalid or unenforceable, the 

remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 
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Assumption of Risk 

I acknowledge and fully understand that participation in the bonsai dig involves inherent risks, including but not limited to: 

• Use of sharp tools and power tools 

• Uneven terrain and environmental hazards 

• Flying debris 

• Wildlife hazards 

• Risks of property damage, bodily injury, or death 

I voluntarily assume all such risks, whether caused by the negligence of the Releasees or otherwise. 

 

Acknowledgment and Signature 

I certify that I have carefully read this Agreement, fully understand its terms, and sign it voluntarily and of my own free will. 

 

Participant Signature: ______________________________________  Date: ________________________ 

 

Emergency Contact Name: __________________________________   Phone: _______________________ 

 


